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82 Ai a 
tous Attempts, to fubvert our 1 2 
mon Faith, to corrupt the Chriſtian *'? 
Worſhip, and to defeat the Church's } 
main End in agreeing ber Art- 
ex; FS The avoiding of Diver- 
ſities of Opinions, and the *Rabliſhing 3 
of Conſent touching True Religion. "i 


*” 


the W. # mg el in 1s : 
his, of, this 8 Synod, and jn.Cl | 
rity - to the Souls. committed 9. our 
Care, molt earneſtly. to beſe {your 
Lordſhips' to take the Premi into 
your Serious and Godly Conligerati- 
on ; Aſſuring your Lordihips of | our. 


ö moſt Dutiful and Ready Concurre 
in any proper Methods, which may, 
effectua ly- Fut 2 Stop to "this 8 
M iſchief, and kn 9 — 


3 impo poftant "in cali 
5 bring * Us. 2 ; Ho (1233 % art 
1 1202 or TS i849 0 
5 n hat Al 7:4 000 
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| lick Faith, ex 
| ſentation, Jaid before this Houſe the 


| Chriſtians, by ſome Books lately pub- 
liſhed by Dr Clarke, dab Ap- 


77 125 1 H E 


A N 8 w E R 


or THE 


Biſhops. 


HE Biſhops. highly approve 
the Zeal;ot the Lower Houſe 
for the Preſeryation of the Catho- 
in their Repre- 


laſt Seſſion; wherein they declare 
their Concern for the great Scandal 
given to Pious and — 


— of the Miſchiefs and dan- 
gerous Conſequences that may enſue 
B 2 there - 


- JE 12 ) 
thefeupon The Biſhops think the 
1 Houſe had juſt Reaſon for ſuch 
ir Complaint, — will take it in. 
22 Confideration what 1 is proper : 
to do on this Occafion. 


A 


T bei MESS AG *. to * 


Proceeding of the Convocation in this 


moſt liable to Cenſure. And they 


ST ER 


Lower-Houſe , directing an 
Extract of Particulars out of | 
* Books — 1 


Low er. Houſe 


Matter) an Extract ſhould be made 
of thoſe Paſſages in the ſaid Books, 
which give greateſt Offenſe and are 
do 
recommend | it to the Lower-Houſe, - 

2 that 


nyt an Extract and 155 
e this Houſe, together with 
their Obſervations thereupon. 
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- PaprrcuLans oc Y 
fore the. Biſhops , * wed 
ower - Houſe. 


— 
"HE Lower-Houſe, in 


=» 
| | 74 
| P Clarke's” ipture-DoQrine e the 
| - Trinity, and . Defenſes thereof, 
and have diſpoley the Exrraci they 
have made onker the following Heads, 
with a diſtinct Regard to the ſeveral 
Matters of Complaint, contain'd in 
their late . e 


2 44 


COPY 


I. Aﬀer- 


3 4 TI to Pr. 3 


. e, oute to the Ca- 
* ea as received and de- 


Weg by this Reformed Ghinch of 


One Subſtance, Power and Eternity, 
in the Unity of the Godbead-. 


—_—_—_——— 


© Now. this, I Log 
* the Godbead thew an? 
& of the aut 1 B 
« ſence] is an expreſs Co 

E the very Terms. 


in 


Anſwer 


—__ 


, 0 r 


75 concerning Three Perſons of 


%w oy 1 


oO 77 » OO” 


mn * 


| & All but One Individual Being ; 
„ follows of 


er 


C 7. 9 

wer to the Author of ame C 

| [Mons ark £58 JM 
6 If N. . 
Holy Spirit, be conceived 0 * 
that the Son | 
&© and Holy Spirit habe no Being at - 


ab 


bad. 
tc That 125 


« ch 


289. lin. 8. 
, ſhould be One 
„* 


1354 «ths 4. | 
& This ds 39 Thy the Father and 
© Son are Both hut One and the Same 


| © Individual Bagg) 1 | think, had er a 
| * prels Contra *® 


N. B. That the Words ſons? 
, and Subſtance * uſed by this 
Aſs a8 equinalent Terms, vid, 


—— e 243. Lb. * 


andi | 
, #* 


3 
F and g. 270 FXIL It kin. 2. pa 
x 253 bu 27 115 3 1 lin. 2. 
pag 3 349 $ XL. 50S 
Im. 2. Pag. 2 11. in. & - | 
p. 373, lin. 19 
Anſwer to "Ihe Author of oy Con- 
derations, p. 229. 
Feripture · Doclrine, p. 429. L 10. 
ce There are not— Three Eternal 
„ 
"Ibid lin. 17, © There are not— 
© Three Uncreated Perfons. 


Ibid. lin. penult. © There are not 
—Three Almighty Perſons. 


pag. 


= -* Paſlage es tending to perplex the 
Minds of Men in the Solemn Acts of 
Worſhip, as directed by our Eſtabli- 
ed Liturgy. 


All the Paſſages before-cited have, 
in Our Opinion, this Tendency : 

* particularly "thoſe whereby the | 
Author 


pretends to de ſome Ex- 
3 in the Nicene and Athanafian by 


Author p 


Creeds, which are Parts of dur Digine 
Srvice. 


© Of the like Tenflency 2 6 : 
Comments een Deine, Part 
155 * hy pag. 475, G.] upon 
other eee | in — lad 

in the 9 L 
= RY ONES: diy, 
| Cl ln, which the Church mani- 
11 intends the Worſhip of the 
a J "Unic ty, and aſcribes one 


N "without | * Difference ar 
Inequality. 


But the moſt Offeiive — un 
der this Head ſeems to be in pag. 
476 of the ſaid Book: Where ha- 
. as firſt conneed the proper Pre- 
face for Trinity Sunday with the- 
Words, O Lord | Holy Father] Al- 


2 3 mighty 


\ 


(20) 


4 mighty, Everlaſting God, without ta; 


ther] are expreſsly order d to be o- 
£ — on that Day, 


lie afterwards aſſerts, his firſt 
obvious, natural and Sour 


Perſon. of the Father is not One Only 
— 3 Perſons. Which 


tation of this 
Devotion; but tendeth 


greatly to 


it, by inſinuating, 
are here acknowledgi 
to be Not Oue Only Pegſen, but Three 
Perſons in One Subſtance, they are 
all the while addreſſing "themſelves 
to the Perſon of the Faiber ſingly, 
and abſurdly declaring Him to be 


that whilſt they 


ſons. 


king notice chat the Words [ Holy Fe. 


& © 'ew 


of thei whole Sentence, is, that the 


Ault or is not on- | 3 
jy a ad and gel Miſeepreſen. | 
Form of 


plex the Minds of Men in the Uſe of | 


the One God 


Not One Onh Perſon, but Three Per- 
m. 
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ZE the foregoing Extract does fully ſup- 


| of in the Repreſentation. 


: Senſe directly contrary 
Senſe of the Church; and in the 


2 
- 
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III. Paſſages in the ä 
XXXIX Articles, wreſted by De 
Clarke in ſack Manner 3s is complain'd 


For theſe we reter- to the whole 
— . of thi 
nne of the Trinity, Com- 

pard with Page 24 and 25 of the 
3 In the faid Second 
Per, a > gg 


Liturgy and Articles, in 
— 


Introduſtion He deſires it may be 
_ rved, that he gives has: Aſſent 
the Forms by ö appointed 
in n That Senſe Only, wherein He 
himſelf bath explained them, 


The Lower-Houſe are perſwaded, 


port their Repreſentation, 


But moreover we beg leave to 
obſerve, 


IL | 17 
Job. | | ; : | C hg 


RE. 


e 


SIE may "yl ay to Ae that 
yu thoſe numerous Texts 
| cripture- 

— ed ; of that - 
that the Ci * fog Faith, confidered as 
Cubolick Faith as received and declared by 

feſſeth, and maintains, as warranted both 

105 Gon of the Church. But this will be no 
e is no certain Mark of Trath, and 

many Years, by Men in Power, are not to 


this Extract, and the fot- 
there is no Complaint. 
the New Teſtament cited by Dr. 
Ck in 2 Part of his $ 
id down in his 
ot Pe ayers in themſelves : nay, 
EY fuck, ſich, is not the debe of the preſent 
| | Concern of the Lower-Howſe; but the 
this Reformed Church of 
Catholick Docłrise which the Church 
Scripture and Antiquity ; but not the Doc- 
trines ſo warrant diſtin from ſuch Pro- 
lurprize to any, but ſuch as think that Efte- 
bliſhmen 
that Humane Authority in Religion is not 
Inconteflable ; and that Matters ſettled for 
be always left Sacred and untouch' > 


England; and the .Y 


_ to whoſe Dr gow flic Writers the 


© 


( 24 ) 


Others why 
Reformed Church, in the prefent Queſtion 3 
under Pretence that it hap in this par- 
ticular Point, that the Nane here fixed 
_—_ this Church belongs not at all to it, 


#7; Lok 


mon with the Unreformed 


ment of thoſe Terms, and 
which only it is den, allowed to 
fled, is ' endicely = 
Iy, as they ſay, "ka 


ty. But theſe again are ſuch as fondly 

ine that the Church, confidered as Re- 
* is wholly founded on that Prin- 
ciple of ſending al Chriſtians to the Scrip- 
txres, and not to her ſelf, or any Hane 
Authority, 
No ix; th if ſuch as theſe ſhould be ſur- 
priz'd. at this; or at a Proteſtant Spreg 
Complaint of the Do@or's Interpret 
Scripture, as of his own 2 Comnids, 


and Arbitrary Interpretations ; when fi uch 


Perſons are not aſhamed ofgen to profeſsthat 


Proteſtantiſm could never fo much as have 
been in Being, but by departing from the 


Publick Interpretations, and Dodrines, of a. 


Vaſt Church, in a long continued Poſſeſſion 3 
and by having recourſe to private Inte 
tations, with the beſt Helps that Learning 
and Integr afforded. The 


as Reformed ; but is enjoyed by 3 


jog ute | 
known, in the eſt Ages mT 


for 2 Rule of Faith or PraFice. 


San 


wonder at the mention of this 1 


7 by Ie" 
fatal 


upon * beſt Grounds 
any of its Members; and that when 


TYP DIST WITT TT 


C22) 

To the ſame purpoſe, They urge that the 

Interpretations of Secriptzre made uſe of by 

the firſt Patrons of this Reformed Church were, 

the Time o the Remi ,Ryrd by their 
2 aries Private onceits, and Arbitr 

ions, and complain d of, as ſubſti- 


725 in the room of thoſe Catholick Bier 


which the then Church profeſſed and mantain- 


But that the Refo mers tho t ĩt.a good 
Aare, , tat 10 2 wat i Dible, that 
wes the Rule for every one 10 


and that there was no Way of un- 


OS that, "but the Way of Private 


Tadgment , ſupported by the beſt a 
They that the only 

Gitet Reply and aſt Zeal _ 2 as only 
great of the Reformer: ; 

they did not conſider of bat 
uence it was, to deſtroy the 
Infali bility ty of one Church, without ſet- 
ting up . with the ſame Authority 


in its Steads that the Reformed Chat 


having by Degrees ſettled every thi 
poſſible, no 5 
of Judgement was from that time leſt to 


once the Private Conceiti and Arbitrary 
nterpretations of our Reformers came to 
Eſtabliſhed , a5 preſently became, 


And therefore 
would 


be allowed 
ion, or 
be wrong, whi 
maintained ? 

i Where 


felf 


Judgments , (or Cor, 


to 
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hath been once fr d to a more than or- 
dinary myſterious and ſolemn Senſe; 2 
that all ſuch tations and a 
tions tend to draw aſide the Mi of 
Men from patiently and humbly _ 
eſcing in what is Jaid upon them by their 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. 


, They . to urge that Dr 
dat oder many ot "> Plaine 
Expreſſions of oor Church it ſelf, in his 
own Favour, which it is 1 e to 
underſtand in the contra 2. that He 
perpetually cites our own prin- 
cipal, and moſt fafnons Divines, as 
dd with him 4 thoſe 7 by + ſu of 

ture, W are objected a 
inſt, and in thoſe Premiſes from which 
is Concluſfon; Inevitably follow; and, what 
is more, that He hath alledged a great 
Number of the very firſt Writers of Chri- 
2 = — 4 with him in _ 


theſe 22 2 to think i it 5 
. 


(28) 


ly unaccountable, as well as unparallerd, 
that Opinions, and Interpretations , thus 
back d,  ſhou'd be reprefented under the 
contemptuous Notion of Privete Comceite, 
and Arbitrary Interpretations. b 


But I only mention theſe, as the Obſer- 
vations of ſome Perſons, to whom it is 


very difficult to give a Reply that will 
ſatisfy them, till they become morediſpos'd 


to give up their Underſtandings to their 
Swperiours. 


"= _ after this Extras was delivered to 
the Biſbops, as I am inform'd the Dr. drew 
up, what he thought an Azſwer to every 
Branch of it; which he communicated to 
ſeveral of them. But as 1 know no way of 
procuring a Copy of it, the World muſt be 
without it, unleſs He himſelf ſhall (as is. much 


to be defired,) jadge it proper to publiſh it, 


One thing there is, which ſeems to ſome to 
preſs cloſe, tho' = upon his Caſe, yet up- 
or his Perſona] Conduct; and that i is, His 
Sub ſcription, and Declaration of 52 and 
Conſent, whillt he holds Opinions ſuppoſed 
to be contrary to the Declarations af the 
0 burch. He hath himſelf given an Account 


of 


„ 
of this in his Anſwer to Mr Nelſor. How fas 
tisfactory, every one that reads it muſt judge. 
His Friends, I find, think they ſufficicntly 
defend him theſe following Ways. 1. They 
argue, that ſuppoſing him, when he at firſt 
ſabſcribed the Lit and Articles, not to 
have differed at all from what is here taken 
to be the Doctrine of the Church, then all 
muſt allow his Subſcription to be Honeſt 
and Sincere; and that ſuppoſing him af- 
terwards by Conſideration to have changed 
dis Mind, it is ſo far from being diſhoneſt, 
that it is the heighth of Integrity to lay 
his preſent Thoughts openly before the 
World. for his Superiors to judge u hether 
they think fit to tolerate them, or not. 
2. That ſuppoſing Him to be of the ſame 
Mind when he firſt ſubſcribed, which he 
. hath now declared, His Subſcription could 
not affect His Honeſty, © becauſe He as 
fully perſwaded that all the moſt plain and 
moſt intelligible Expreffions in our (Surch- 
Service, relating to this Point, are weni- 
feſtly on His Side; and becauſe it cannot 
be acconnted diſhoneſt to endeavour, in 
the Caſe of ſuch a Difference of Ex- 
preſſions, to interpret the obſcure, and 
the leſs intelligible, by the plain ones, 
whoſe meaning is certain. 3. They al- 
ledge that this was the Caſe of Areh. * 


Land, 
8 


(30) 


| Land; "and B5ſbop Bull, with reſpect to the 
\ "raieien Doctrine. 4. They offer to main- 
tain that this muſt be the Caſe of all the 


be ready to 


ſelves ; nay, they pretend 30 * 
on 


ſhew that the difficulty is 83 


Side than on Hi,; and that it is next | 
ble for thew to reconcile what 
eſs to be their Doctrine, with 


to impoſſi 
they prof 
many of the plaineſt Expreſſions in the 
Creed, and Service, of our Church. 5. That 
ſuppoki 
uſe of ſuch a Variety of Expreſſions up- 


on this Subje@, N 


Men of 
this Caſe, any 


' Notions to Subſcribe, in 
more than in „un- 


till Some Auehentick A# be ſolemnly and | 


regularly paſs'd, 'to declare whether the 


Plaineff, and moſt Antient Expreſſions 
ſhall yield to the more Obſcure and M 


dern ; or whether the Senſe of theſe ſhall | 


be conformed to the others. 6. They averr 
that this is the Caſe, in ſome Inſtance or 
other, of 


or Conſideration of what He is about. 


That, therefore, there can be no a [ 


from ſuch Precedents, unleſs it be dange- 


tous that Men ſhould be Encouraged to 


endeavour to put ſome fixt and — 
nate 


the Church at firſt to have made 


every Conformeing Clergyman in | 
Englend, who ſubſcribes with any 3 | 


moſt Orthodoew' of his Adverſaries them- | 


geg SS FFTOP YA 
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Oſices and 8 they 


ly declared againſt it. After this manner, 


the fame Caſe ) from the Imputation of 
Diſhoneſty, or Difingenpity , in their 


and that he was ready to do all that he 


( 31 ) 


nate Senſe, * they ean,) upon the. 


are to ſub- 
ſeribe, making the plaineſt, and cleareſt 
Expreſſions their Rule to go by, in dubious 
Caſes ; which, they argue, cannot be diſ- 
honeſt, till ſome Anthemtick AZ hath plain- 


pleaſe themſclves in defending Him, 
and in Him all the conforming Clergy 
( who in ſome Point or other are in much 


Subſcription. With what * I do not 
6—ä— 


The Noiſe of this Affair before the Ca- 
vocation, now increaſing in the Wold; 


D Clarke | gave in the following Paper . 


to the Biſhops, hoping; without doubt, 
that it might well paſs for a De 
that He Peace of the Church, 


next to his own Ivzoceace and Integrity; 


_ with a fafe Conſcience, for the Sake 
= 


Dr. 


(9) 


Dr. CLARKE: 


PAPER. 


Deliver d to the iy. 


wc 


| C, oncerning 6 Ban 97 * 
Son and Holy — 250 


Y Opinion is, That the Son 
of God was 'Erernally begot- 
ten by the Eternal Incomprehenſible 
Power and Will of the Father; and 
that the Holy Spirit was kkewiſe 


K 


Eternally derived from the Father, 


by, or through the Son, according 
to the Eternal Incom prehenfible Power 
and Will of the Father. 


Con- 


me ales, wv. 


— A. 


16s AY(Þ. e 


2 &c. was Publiſh did 


think it not fair to-propo 


2 ben 


| Sabje&, contrary 
tte Church of England, I do here- 


FPSY 


1 Preaching. | 
Before my Book, Latitul'd, The Serip- 


indeed Preath tuo or three Sermons 
was - Publiſh'd, Tine never Peidched” 4 
upon this- Sacher dad, — | 
deb 
) Tam willing to pro- 
Ag 2 1 intended) not to 


preach any; "whore on this Sabjet. | 
| Concerning: Writing, | 


"4 


1 donot intend to write any mote 
cdncetning the Doctrine of the Tri- 
: But if T ſhall fail herein, and 
write" any thing hereafter, upon that 
to the Doctrine of 


by 2 ſubmit my felf to any. 
E ſuch 


= _ ih 
_ 4 5 
_—_ _ * 

© Bm $ 


ts) 


buch Cenlare, as my Superiors ſhall 
— pee wpou me. 


reported, . 
Greed,” — tbe 34 and 40 Pecivions: 
. dere been omitted in 

Church, _ Ido- 


and that the — Ceed wade 
never omitted at Eleven a Clock - 
Prayers, but at the Early Pray jw en: 
for brevity ſake, at the di 

the Curate, and not by my Ap- 
—— 


p As to my Private d 1 
| am not conſcious to my ſelf, thag . 
]. have. given any juſt Occaſion. foe-. | 
chaſe Reports which have been ſpread 
concerning me, with relation to this 
Controverſy. 1 


4 *- , 7 6 > 
. _— a4 . 7 
5 * 
— * 1 4 
* * a 
* - : 


I am forry that what I fincerely 
intended for the Honour and Glory 
of God, and ſo to Explain this great 
Myſtery, as to avoid the Hereſies in 
both Extreams, ſhould have given 
r particular 
to m ds the Biſhops. I 3 
behav forthe tne to come anew 


L 


| Dr immediately drew up a ſecopd, 


C 2X 


- . Befides: this Paper, it is known that the 
4 


which (to prevent all poſſible Miſtake, and 
epi m more clearly what He had be- 
tore ' drawn up in bade.) He declared, 
that his Opinion, delivered in the 
128 was not different from what He had 
profeſs'd and maintain d in bis 
Books ; "and that 4 t be ſo 
underſtood, and not 1 Retrac- 
#ation of any thing . 
And that, TS tet Pars of the ſaid Poper, „ 
which relates to bis writing upon this Sub- 
ject, it was not his to lay Himſelf | 
= an abſolute Obligation not to write 
„(Which He judg'd, it would be 
| > and diſhoneſt to do) but only to 
expreſs his Irtention (as He had done 1 
fote this, in his laſt Book,) not to write 
any more on this Subject, unleſs ſome new, 
and juſtiſiable Occafion, ſhould make it a 
Point * Conſcience, and Honeſty ſo to do. 
This ſecond Papen I zm inform'd, He con- 
veyed to the Biſbop of London His Dioceſan; 
who very readily received it. After this, 
00 Biſhops preſently « came to the following 
clofation. 
The 


9 2 
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+ The Biſhops RESOLUTION 


* taining a Declaration of his 


k Ak iid — ; wg 


Paper, being communicated to the Lower® 


Account of his Conduct for the time 


and to be communicated to the 


( 37 ) 


July 5th, 1714; upon the De- 
livery of the foregoing Paper. 


IE having received a Paper ſub- 
ſcribed by Dr Clarke, con- 
Opinion 
concerning the Eternity of the Son 
and Holy Spirit, together with an 


and Intentions for the time to 
come ; which Paper we have ordered 
to be entred in the Acts of this Houſe, 


Lower-Houſe, do think fit to proceed 
no farther upon the Extract laid be- 


| fore us by the Lower -Houſe. 


This Reſolution, together with Dr Clarke's 


Houſe, and read in it, They came to the 
| following Reſolution. 


The 


2, 


The Reſolution f the A 
Houſe of Convocation, July 7. 


| Eſolved, That it is the, Opinion a 
of this Houſe, that the Paper 
ſubſcribed by Dr C larke, and com- 
municated by the Biſhops ro the 
Lower-Houſe on the 5th Inſtant doth 
not contain in it any Recantation of 
the Heretical Aſſertions, and other 
offenſiye Paſſages, complained of by 
this Houſe in their Repreſentation, 
and afterwards produced in their 
Ex tract out of the Books publiſhed 
by that Author ; nor doth give ſuch 
Satisfaction for che great Scandal oc- 
caſioned by the ſaid Books, as ought 
to put a ſtop to any further Exami- 
nation and Cenſure thereof. 
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They 
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They expected, it appears, an immediate 
and — Recantation. - But finding nothing 
of this in the Paper; nor ſo much as any” 
abfolute, or binding Promiſe not to write up- 
on the ſame Subje& ; They did not Mink fc 


to accept as Satisfactory, all that the Doctor 


thought confiftent with his Honour- and 
Conſcience to offer them; or to agree u 
the Biſhops, who, not out of any want of 
Zeal, (as appears from their firſt Anſwer ) 
but, without doubt, from a further Conſide- 


ration of the Merits of the Cauſe, were wil- 
ling to acquieſce in the Declaration he made 
of his Regard for the Peace of the Church, 


expreſs'd in as ample Words, moſt: Peo- 
ple think, as any Honeſt Man in his Cir- 


cumſtances could poſſibly conſent to make f 


uſe of. 


One Thing more I ſhall mention, becauſe 
, I have heard it frequently affirm'd--by--his 
Friends in Converſation, vis. that no Per- 


ſon is leſs attach'd to his own Opinions; or 


more truly diſpos'd to hear waat can be op- 


pos d to them, than He is; and that He is 


very willing, and ready, to enter into the 
moſt ſeriaus Debates, both for his own Inſtru- 
ction, and for the further ſettling of fo im- 
portant a Subject, with any ſuch of his Bre- 
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Caſe read Cauſe. 


9 


Page 28. lin. 21. for 


